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Call, stop by
or visit us online.
 (3 Locations In Port. St. Lucie)

 336-4141

 Send Christmas CheerSend Christmas Cheer

© 2005 Flowers By Susan

www.flowersbysusan.comwww.flowersbysusan.com

 $69.99

 Thomas Kinkade 
Cozy Christmas

McWatters waits to hear fate
BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW
megan.winslow@scripps.com

STUART — He hates the term
“Salerno Strangler.”

It’s what the new inmates
whisper to one another as they
pass by his solitary concrete
cell.

“They peek in the window,
get up close like I’m some kind
of exhibit,” Eugene Wayman
McWatters Jr. said Wednesday
during an interview at the
Martin County jail.

At Monday’s sentencing for
the 2004 Port Salerno murders,
Martin County Circuit Judge
Larry Schack ultimately will
determine whether McWatters
and his popular moniker fade
into obscurity with a life sen-
tence or resurface ever so of-
ten with each death row ap-
peal. In late September, a jury
convicted him of raping and
strangling Jacqueline Bradley,
43, Christal Wiggins, 29, and
Carrie Caughey, 18, and rec-
ommended the death penalty.

For McWatters, 28, the op-
tions are a toss-up.

“I don’t want to live the rest
of my life in prison, and I don’t
want to die for what I didn’t
do,” he said.

McWatters said he knew
from the beginning he’d be
“railroaded.”

And he knows to expect the
death penalty.

“I know if I was the judge on
this case, and I thought you
were guilty, I’d sentence you to
death,” he said.

But he said the jury never
heard his real alibi for the
night of Bradley’s March 2004
murder — he was in Port St.
Lucie, helping his cousin fix a

car. And his June 23, 2004, con-
fession to Martin County sher-
iff’s detectives, perhaps the
most convincing piece of evi-
dence connecting him to the
DNA-free crime scenes, was a
mere ruse to get investigators
off his back.

“I thought I was playing a
joke on them. You know, ha ha
ha. If you listen to the tape, I
was laughing through the
whole thing,” McWatters said,
insisting that he would have
“hauled ass” long before his
arrest if he was truly guilty.

He admits to having sex
with Wiggins in exchange for
giving her crack cocaine, but
fervently still denies that he
ever raped or killed any of the
women.

And that’s a problem for the
people of Port Salerno, who
breathed a sigh of relief the
day of his arrest, he said.

“I want them to know that
even though there’s a convic-
tion, they shouldn’t feel safe,”
McWatters said. “They got the
wrong guy and he’s going to do
it again.”

McWatters is an imposing
guy: 6 feet tall with a solid
build. A reddish-blond mus-

tache and goatee break up the
pale expanse of his face. He
speaks earnestly when talking
about his case with some state-
ments cut off by laughter – the
same jarring sound that often
erupted during his otherwise
formal trial.

With no televisions in soli-
tary confinement, McWatters
passes the time between hear-
ings writing religious songs
and drawing hot-rod cars, car-
toon characters and nuzzling
elephants. He uses a rag to rub
colored print from newspapers
and adds hues of yellow and
orange to each picture and
card he sells to inmates. They
cost $2 each, the money going
toward toiletries like deodor-
ant and toothpaste.

He used the same newspa-
pers to follow “Gainesville Rip-
per” Danny Rolling’s own for-
ay with the death penalty on
Oct. 24.

“It’s tormenting to read
that,” he said. “It’s mind-
boggling to think that’s what
might happen in the future.”

But he also knows what his
last words would be: “I would
tell them one last time that I
wasn’t the one who killed their
daughters.”
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Rosemary Hatch,
a CPA in Vero, says 
 “This program
REALLY works
and I have maintained 
my new weight
for 3 1/2 years!”

 LOST 52 LBS.

Judy Rotella of
 Ft. Pierce says,
“You learn how to
boost your body’s
metabolism
naturally.
Gotta try it!”

 LOST 65 LBS.

3 FREE
 WEEKS

 CLIP AD FOR

 AND $500 CASH 
DRAWING

 Expires 12/09/06
THE DIET DOCTORS

 ARE RAVING ABOUT!

LOSE 3-5lbs./WEEK!
 Fort Pierce 429-1110
Port St. Lucie 336-1139
Vero Beach 562-3601www.beforeandafterdiet.net

GUARANTEED
IN

WRITING!
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3731 Oleander Avenue • Suite 110 • Fort  Pierce, FL 34982

772-466-2196 • 1-800-670-2196
www.coastalprotectionservicesinc.com

Lic. Numbers: BCB1254579
QB49384 
FP OCC LIC 07-00016769

HURRICANE PROTECTIONHURRICANE PROTECTION
ACCORDIONS " ALUMINUM PANELS " STEEL PANELS " ROLL  DOWNS

 BAHAMAS " COLONIALS " CLAMSHELL AWNINGS " GARAGE DOOR BRACING

FREEFREEHOW TO CLINIC FOR
HOW TO CLINIC FORDO IT YOURSELFDO IT YOURSELFSAT . AM - CALLSAT . AM - CALLFOR DETAILSFOR DETAILS

DIY ACCORDIANS $1675
SQ . FT . ALUMINUM PANELS $600

 SQ . FT

Certified Contractor
Home Inspection &Home Inspection &

Matching Grant ProgramMatching Grant Program

Member of

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS • GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP • NO WAITING

STEEL PANEL

STEEL PANEL

BUY BACK
BUY BACK

WE BUY BACK

WE BUY BACK

YOUR OLD
YOUR OLD

STEEL PANELS

STEEL PANELS

“Protecting the American Dream One Home at a Time”
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Doctors who Listen

The Only Audiologist Owned Hearing Aid Office In
Port St. Lucie and Indian River County!

Aaron’s Hearing Care

Aaron H. Liebman, Au.D.
Doctor of AudiologyPress Journal 2004

... SO YOU CAN  HEAR!

1349A NW St. Lucie West Blvd.
 Shoppes at St. Lucie West
 Port St. Lucie • 879-1800

 684 21st St.
Miracle Mile

 Vero Beach • 562-5100
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AIR DUCT CLEANING
 SAFE, UNIQUE CLEANING PROCESSCLEANING PROCESS

Safe
On All
Ducts

VACU VENT
 800-664-5322

 Includes Up To 5 Vents.
 With this Ad Exp. 12-23-06

 WHOLE
 HOUSE
 AIR DUCT
 CLEANING

$2500
 Only

HELPS REMOVE:HELPS REMOVE:
• Dirt, Dust, Soot• Dirt, Dust, Soot
• Mold Spores• Mold Spores
• Pollen• Pollen
• Bacteria• Bacteria
• Dust Mites• Dust Mites
• Mildew• Mildew
• Animal Dander• Animal Dander
IMPROVES ENERGY EFFICIENCYIMPROVES ENERGY EFFICIENCY
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*Restrictions apply.  See store for details.  The patient and any other person responsible for payme nt has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any services, 
 examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of response to the ad vertisement for free or discounted services, examination or treatment.

 TREASURE COAST SQUARE MALL
 JENSEN  BEACH • Mon - Sat 10am - 9pm • Sun noon - 4pm772-692-3232772-692-3232

COHEN’S FASHION OPTICAL
Now Available – Three Board Certified Optometrists.

Dr. Daniel M. Durante • Dr. Robert Litterio • Dr. William Lavoie

3000 frames to choose from: budget frames to
designer frames such as: Prada, Gucci, Calvin Klein,

Versace, Dolce & Gabbana, Cazal, Bvlgari,
Coach, Ralph Lauren and others!

PROGRESSIVE LENSES 
(NO LINE BIFOCALS)

& FRAMES COMPLETE
$99$99*Some Restrictions apply.

$29$29COMPLETE 
EYEGLASSES STARTING

AT

 Some restrictions apply. See store for details.

$85$857 PAIRS
 DISPOSABLE
 CONTACTS

 & EYE EXAM
FROM

 Complete Package Includes: Eye Exam, Fitting,
Cleaning Kit and two 6 Packs of Contacts

DISPOSABLE 
CONTACT 
LENSES

$13$13FROM

 Per
6 Pack

$20$20by Independent Board
Certified Optometrists

EYE EXAMS *
Includes

Glaucoma
& Cataract
Evaluation  *Some restrictions apply.

EYEGLASSES

 OFF
 Complete Pair

Frame & Lenses

$60$60 TO $180$180

NEW COMPUTERIZED INSTRUMENTSNEW COMPUTERIZED  INSTRUMENTS
Inc luded in Exams at No Extra ChargeInc luded in Exams at No Extra Charge

• AUTO REFRACTOR• AUTO REFRACTOR
Takes Computerized measurement of the eye to help determineTakes Computerized measurement of the eye to help determine 
a more accurate eyeglass and contact lens prescription.a more accurate eyeglass and contact lens prescription.

Takes digital pictures of the back of your eye to aid in the diagnosisTakes digital pictures of the back of your eye to aid in the diagnosis
of eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration.of eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration.

• RETINAL CAMERA• RETINAL CAMERA

100% SAT I S FACT ION GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK (WITH IN 30 DAYS ) .100% SAT I S FACT ION  GUARANTEED  OR  MONEY  BACK  (WITH IN  30  DAYS ) .

Exam and Fitting Additional

*Some Restrictions apply.


