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In a ceremony at the state Capitol featur
ing fighter jets and musical acts, Gov. Jeb 
Bush was sworn-in to his second term Tues
day as the first Republican governor to be 
re-elected in Florida. 

At the swearing-in ceremony, Gov. Bush 
spent most of his time at the podium espous
ing the values of faith, friends and family as 
an alternative to government solutions. 

"Government will never fill the hollowness 
of the human heart," he said. 

The governor also pointed out his achieve
ments during his first term, primarily the 
passage of sweeping changes to the state's 
education system. 

"We have done nothing less than revolu
tionize education in Florida," Bush said, 
blaming "protectors of the status quo" for 
blocking progress. 

In his second term, Bush said he would fo
cus on building the economy, promoting 
reading and strengthening families. 

"It is my goal in the next four years to help 
grow an economy that will give our people 
the opportunities they deserve," Bush said. 
"Already we have seen the wisdom ofcutting 
taxes and red tape." 

But despite his optimism, Bush faces many 
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dling tax revenues that are putting the 
squeeze on state programs already desper
ate for cash. 

Bush will also preSide over the implemen
tation of voter-approved amendments he ar
dently opposed, including one that seeks to 
recreate the Board of Regents he scrapped as 
part of his education overhaul. Additionally, 
he faces a mandatory class-size amendment 
that cotild cost billions of state dollars. 

Bush defeated Tampa lawyer Bill McBride 
in November in a close race that ended with 
Republicans seizing the governorship and 
sweeping both houses of the state legisla
ture. 

Bush's three-day, $1 million inauguration 
celebration was slightly more modest than 
his last $1.6 million extravaganza, with only 
one event outside of Tallahassee. 

The swearing-in, attended by about 5,000 
spectators in 40-degree weather, featured 
John Popper of the band Blues Traveler sing
ing the National Anthem as well as Christian 
singer Michael W. Smith, the 13th Army 
Band, the Tallahassee Boy's Choir, and a 
fly-over by military jets. 

The governor's eldest son George P. Bush 
preSided over the ceremonies, which also in
cluded an appearance by Bush's parents, for
mer President George H. W. Bush and for
mer First Lady Barbara Bush. 
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